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Foreword

This document contains a scanned copy of the text in the printed publication entitled "AN ACT FOR
Dividing and Inclosing the Common or Waste Ground called Brislington, otherwise Bussleton, Common, in
the Parish of Brislington, otherwise Bussleton, in the County of Somerset. - 1778."

The twenty-four pages of the original publication are printed on six full foolscap sheets of antique laid
paper, each measuring 13.5 inches by 17 inches (343mm x 432mm) - the word inches is abbreviated
below by the standard but somewhat archaic symbol often known as double quotation marks: ". The
front page of this folio volume measures 13.5" x 8.5" (343mm x 216mm). All cut edges are slightly
uneven.

Each sheet is watermarked with two designs positioned so that one appears in the centre of each folio
page. The letters L V G denote the Dutch paper manufacturer Lucas van Gerrevink (his initials were
often used by other paper-makers either because they were subsidiary companies or simply as a form of
branding to denote high quality). The other design is a crowned oval cartouche containing a rampant
lion holding in one forepaw a staff or sceptre with a hat motif at the top, and in the other a bundle of
arrows. The initials are 70mm in length, and the oval is 75mm at its widest point. Sadly the watermarks
aren't very clear and the contents of the cartouche are difficult to decipher. There's a drawing of a very
similar watermark that can be viewed online (Churchill 1935, illustration 93) where it's attributed to an
English paper-maker - Joseph Portal - and dated to 1779 (the year after this Act was passed). The
Appendix (below) offers rudimentary portrayals of an example of each of the watermarks in the Act.

Each sheet of paper is folded in half to print four pages (the first sheet provides pages 1 to 4, the next
sheet provides pages 5 to 8, and so on). All the folded sheets are sewn with thread using three holes in a
straight line three-eighths of an inch (10mm) from the fold. The central hole is midway between the top
and bottom edges, and the distance between the two outer holes is 4.5" (114mm). The thread in this
copy of the Act is not original. This publication was then folded in half and in half again so the title on
page 24 became the front cover.

All derived images in this document were created by Ken Taylor from the original and licenced for use
by Brislington Community Museum (BCM) in 2022: all other rights are reserved - please contact BCM
(brislington.org) if you wish to reuse all or any of this material in ways other than those legally
permitted under copyright law.

Ken Taylor
Brislington
June 2022
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Appendix

There are many techniques for teasing the best images of watermarks out of their native paper, but
some will have to wait (after all, the text is more important to the interests of Brislington than the
watermarks). These illustrations were obtained using a back light, and the digitally manipulated
photograph has Brightness decreased by 50% and Contrast increased by 50%.

The initials L V G are best shown on page 24 (the front cover), and would be in the left-hand part of
the paper-maker's screen (and appears on the left-hand side of the foolscap page).

The cartouche with the lion is best shown on page 20 where, in relation to the watermark, this page is
printed upside down. The cartouche would have been in the right-hand part of the paper-maker's
screen.
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